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THE PRIORITIES OF 
THE BULGARIAN CHAIRMANSHIP OF 

THE ORGANIZATION OF THE BLACK SEA ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

(01 NOVEMBER 2009 – 31 MAY 2010)

Bulgaria is assuming the Chairmanship-in-Office of BSEC with clear vision about the work to be done during the next seven months. The Bulgarian Chairmanship is guided by the following principles: 
Continuity: Working on the priorities the Chairmanship has carefully studied the positive results accomplished within BSEC in recognition of the work done by the previous CiO;

Inclusiveness: Bulgaria shares the view that if possible all member-countries should be on board when implementing the Resolutions and Decisions of the Councils of FM;

Different geometry: If consensus could not be reached (and there are such observations) those who do not want to participate in certain regional projects (for their own reasons) should not prevent the others to go ahead with the implementation, leaving the door open for the outsiders to join in a later stage.

Following the logic of the aforementioned principles Bulgaria is going to:

A. To keep on improving the functioning of the Organization for further increasing its operational activities and its capacity. In this respect CiO will continue to focus the debate on the following:

- Bulgaria will assist the process of adopting the necessary amendments to the Financial Regulations and Procedures and other related adaptations following the Resolution of the last Council in Baku for two chairmanships in one calendar year implies.

- The Chairman-in-Office intends to continue the debate on the enhancement of the effectiveness of BSEC: 
a) Improvement of the conducting of the Committee of Senior Officials’ Meetings by avoiding overburdening and observing punctuality 
b) Assessing the functionality of the Working Groups in view to increase their efficiency and focusing on the Working Groups on Energy, Environment, Transport, Science and Technology, Tourism; 
c) Furthering the discussion on the Draft Paper on Enhancement of the status, capacities and capabilities of the Permanent International Secretariat in planning and implementation of BSEC activities.
d) Project and added value orientation of the Working Groups focusing on the efficiency of the Project Development Fund.

B. As for the sectoral cooperation Bulgaria has the intention to accentuate on energy, tourism, science and technology, transport and “soft security measures”.

- In view of the gas crisis countries suffered last January, it is obvious that several issues related to Energy are of utmost importance. As country coordinator of the Working Group on Energy Bulgaria intends to elaborate on some of these urgent issues as priority.

- Bulgaria is a Country-Coordinator of the Working Group on Science and Technology as well and for sure it is another priority too. There is strong believe that the BSEC countries are in a position to make steady common efforts to measure up high levels in research as other regions in the world.
- No doubt the regional transport infrastructure is of common priority. The Memoranda of Understanding for the Coordinated Development of the Black Sea Ring Highway and on the Development of the Motorways of the Sea offer us the legal basis for enhancing the cooperation among us thus creating new opportunities for sustainable economic development. 
- In “soft security measures”, Bulgaria believes that a working visit in the Black Sea Border Coordination and Information Centre in Burgas will be of interest for all BSEC Member-States and not only for the littoral states. The aim is to contribute to strengthening the efficiency of Border management.

- Tourism is among the priorities of the BSEC countries, which are rich in cultural diversity, sites and traditions. Jointly attracting the touristic interest would have for sure added economic value for all members. 

As to the Sectoral Ministerial meetings the CiO will organize such meetings in the energy, science and technology and transport sectors. 

C. No doubt, Bulgaria as an EU member country is going to reflect on the BSEC-European Union Interaction as priority. There are three dimensions of this interaction:

- The sectoral partnerships in the framework of the Black Sea Synergy. The Black Sea Synergy is the first concrete and systematic EU approach towards the Black Sea region within its Neighbor Policy. Together with Romania and the Hellenic Republic Bulgaria will continue working on Partnerships in Energy, Transport and Environment and if visible to launch one of then during our CiO; 
- Bulgaria will work with the European Commission and the other EU Member-States with an Observer status to BSEC, namely: Austria, Germany, Italy, Poland, Slovakia, France and the Czech Republic, as well as the Swedish and Spanish Presidencies of the EU to make their involvement with BSEC more efficient;

- The Chairman-in-Office will enhance the BSEC-EU dialogue through Meetings in Brussels in the framework of COEST Working Party.
Bulgarian Chairman-in-Office very much counts on the cooperation of all BSEC countries to reach these ambitious goals in order to promote peace, stability, cooperation and prosperity in the wider Black Sea region in the spirit of understanding and common will.
